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Supervisor Kate Sears announces important community meetings 

Dear Strawberry residents: 

There is a great deal of concern being raised about the existence of a Priority Development 

Area (PDA) in Strawberry. I have received calls and e-mail messages from many residents of 

Strawberry. I am listening carefully to understand the reasons underpinning your concerns and 

to address them directly. I know how passionately we all feel about Strawberry and the 

wonderful place it is to live. I am doing all I can to assure that our cherished quality of life is 

sustained and improved.  

The purpose of this message is to alert you to two important meetings you may want to attend 

and to briefly let you know my thoughts about the value of the PDA designation for Strawberry. 

Meeting Details and How to Receive Agendas and Materials   

The two important meetings you may want to attend are: 

1) Transportation Authority of Marin (TAM) 

Thursday, January 23rd 

7:00 pm  

Marin County Civic Center 

Room 330 

 

At this meeting, the TAM Board will be discussing One Bay Area Grant (OBAG) funds – 50% of 

which must be allocated to PDAs -- and making decisions about programming PDA planning 

grant monies. The County’s Department of Public Works has applied for $251,000 for 

Strawberry PDA roadway improvements planning. The study area includes Redwood Highway 

Frontage Road, Seminary Drive between Redwood Highway and Ricardo Road, Belvedere 

Drive, and Reed Blvd between Redwood Highway and Belvedere Drive. The project, if approved 

by TAM, would analyze current conditions, areas of user conflict, and gaps in the pedestrian 

and bicycle network in order to improve connectivity within and through the community, 

including the Strawberry shopping center and bus pads at the 101/Tiburon Blvd interchange. 

 

http://www.tam.ca.gov/index.aspx?page=205 (subscribe to the Board of Commissioners 

meetings)  

  

http://www.tam.ca.gov/index.aspx?page=205
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2) Marin County Board of Supervisors meeting 

Coming in February – stay tuned for news about the specific date 

9:30 am 

Marin County Civic Center 

Room 330 

 

At this meeting, the Board of Supervisors will discuss the PDA in Strawberry, receive public 

input and consider whether to maintain, re-draw or entirely withdraw the current PDA 

designation. 

 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMARIN/subscriber/new 

 

For each meeting, agendas and accompanying staff reports are posted in advance. Please sign 

up to receive agendas for these meetings and attend. 

 

So What About PDAs? What’s in it for Strawberry?  

 

Strawberry is a wonderful community. I have had many messages telling me why it’s a 

cherished place to live, raise children, work, grow old and enjoy nature. I hear your sense of 

concern and in some cases alarm that the current PDA designation that overlays part of 

Strawberry will bring this quality of life to an end. This is not the case. Here’s why. 

 

The “PDA” designation that covers a ½ mile band along Strawberry’s border with 101 does not 

change the zoning of any property. Single-family neighborhoods stay single-family, as do 

commercial and mixed use areas along Redwood Highway.  “PDA” is a designation that says, 

this strip ½ mile in width from 101 could be a good place for additional housing, if the zoning 

allows it, since it’s close to transit instead of pushing growth out into open space and agricultural 

lands.  

 

Note, too, that the configuration of a PDA can be changed; it could, for example, be redrawn so 

the PDA does not overlap any single family parcels or any part of the Seminary property. 

 

Having a PDA provides increased access to transportation dollars, which could be applied to 

bike/ped improvements, measures to address traffic and speeding on Belvedere Drive, and 

safety issues at Reed Blvd – these are issues of current concern to Strawberry residents and 

being able to address them would yield benefits regardless of whether there is ever any future 

development in Strawberry. To accomplish any of these projects requires money, and there are 

not many funding sources available given cutbacks at the state and federal levels. 

 

Many of our local neighborhoods and streets are seeing more traffic, not less. My office has 

been inundated with requests for traffic calming measures, speed humps, speed feedback 

signs, and more enforcement in just about every part of the district. We are driving more, not 

less. What’s concerning is that this is happening in part due to the turnover of housing stock to 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CAMARIN/subscriber/new
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new families with different mobility patterns. All of this with essentially no new housing built in 

Southern Marin.  

Many of our younger families want alternatives to always using their cars. Our roads and 

sidewalks have not kept up with increasing demand. And our public transit system, while 

improving, does not yet meet our needs. 

Children walking to school with me on International Walk to School Day at Strawberry Point 

School could use wider, safer sidewalks and bike lanes to make the trip to school more 

comfortable and smoother. The rolled curbs and 1950’s infrastructure need an upgrade to better 

complement the newly remodeled homes and landscaping. 

Residents turn to my office for relief from traffic and speeding, and to help make their 

neighborhoods safer for bikes and pedestrians. This leads me to want to do everything I can to 

garner available and much needed transportation funding to fix current problems. Strawberry, 

hanging perhaps uncomfortably and in some instances unwillingly with its PDA, stands a good 

chance of benefitting from holding onto its PDA designation at least along the heavily trafficked 

frontage road. Part of my job representing the district is to play our cards to best local 

advantage.  

 

A Word About Wincup 

 

We’re all looking at the Wincup development in Corte Madera and asking how could this have 

happened? You might be asking yourself if Strawberry’s next. 

 

This is not the case. Here’s why. 

 

The housing currently being built on the Wincup site was the Corte Madera town council’s 

decision. It was not inevitable had the council exercised its land use tools differently. 

Development occurs when the underlying zoning, development code and land use policies allow 

it. The Corte Madera town council members relaxed setbacks and height limits to allow a huge 

multi-story building with 180 units, 90% of which are market rate.  

 

In my opinion, Corte Madera’s high density, multi-story project at the Wincup site is not a model 

for future development in Strawberry or anywhere else in southern Marin.  

 

In Strawberry, we have tools in our planning tool box that assure proper community fit and feel. 

Our zoning would not allow a 5 to 6 story building. In addition, development code programs and 

policies, height limits, and design review by local residents who serve on the Strawberry Design 

Review Board all work to uphold community character. 
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What’s At Stake For Us? 

 

The only other PDAs now in Marin are in Marin City, the Greenbrae/Larkspur area and in 

downtown San Rafael.  On January 23, the TAM board will consider requests for funding for 

projects in PDAs. A total of $562,000 is on the table. Do we really want our money to go to San 

Rafael? 

Let’s pursue this much needed transportation funding to give us better options for moving 

around our streets and neighborhoods. It’s time to reap community benefits for our kids, our 

elders and ourselves.  

 

Thank you for reading this message and for sending me your thoughts. 

 

 

 

 
 

Not all events are sponsored by the County of Marin. County of Marin sponsored events 

are required to be accessible. If you are an individual with a disability and require an 

accommodation to participate in a County sponsored event, please call (415) 473-4381 

(voice), (415) 473-3232 (TTY), or dial 711 for CRS or email Disability Access at least four 

work days in advance. Documents in alternative formats are available upon request. 

 

 

 


